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Automated Transit Networks

 - Direct links to major public transport hubs 
such as railway stations and airports (NEC for 
example) – although consideration would need 
to be given to passenger demand. The Rivium 
business park in Rotterdam has adopted such an 
approach with a fleet of automated shuttle buses 
linking the business park to a metro station.

 - Attaching an ATN station directly to an upper 
floor of a building opposite the elevator bank 
would connect the building to other such 
buildings just as different floors are connected 
to each other by elevators. The potential to 
link separate buildings on a corporate campus 
and facilitate face-to-face meetings could be 
invaluable to large corporations.
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 - Larger flows may not be effectively dealt with, 
for example PM peak hour departures from 
commercial or research establishments, or end 
of lectures at a university. 

 - Campus developments are less typically 
spatially intensive and can be located in 
areas with lower land values. The potential 
masterplanning benefits of ATN in terms of 
spatial efficiency could therefore be of less 
importance than in higher value, intensively 
used areas. 

 - With the exception of parking charges (where 
ATN access is linked to remote parking) there is 
unlikely to be a method for directly generating 
revenues from the ATN system. The revenues 
must therefore be derived through efficiency/
operational savings or by fare charging. 

GRT at business park Rivium, Hollard © 2getthere
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Automated Transit Networks

Legacy Parks

Legacy parks, resulting from the hosting of major events, have become an established model for 
development and regeneration of large areas, as exemplified by the London 2012 Olympics which 
was a catalyst for the regeneration of Stratford. 

With regards to opportunities and constraints, legacy parks have much in common with urban 
regeneration areas and campuses, however there are some additional considerations:

In the short-term the ATN system could play an important role in the successful delivery of the “event”. 
This could be in a number of roles depending on the event in question – connections to car parking/
public transport hubs, transport around the event, VIP transport. In considering ATN the number of 
potential passengers and the type of journey will need to be considered. For example a dispersed 
event such as an EXPO or Garden festival is likely to work better than a major stadium. 

Given the relative rarity of ATN systems it could act as an attraction in its own right – contributing to 
the success of the event. This would work particularly well if there were synergy between the type of 
event and ATN – e.g. an EXPO or technology themed event. 

Post-event the presence of a fully functioning transport system is likely to be a benefit with respect to 
attracting investment. 

One constraint and issue relating to legacy parks is that after the event, the capacity required for any 
transport system could be much lower than during the event. As such there is likely to be an excess 
of fleet vehicles after the event has ended unless the future land uses provide similar peak demands.

With ATN this could be less of an issue than with LRT or monorail systems, with the light weight pods 
relatively cost effective to transfer to another location.
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